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Specification Amend ments (w/oaragraph numbers in bold) 

[0030] Referring to Figs. 2 and 3, the frame assembly 12 includes an upper frame 24 pivotally 
connected to a lower frame 26. Preferably, a pair of hub assemblies 28,30 are used to connect upper 
and lower frames 24, 26. An intermediate frame 32 is pivotally connected to the upper frame 24 at 
bends 34, 36 (curved portions') . These pivotal connections support intermediate frame 32 in its 
deployed position and permit the frame assembly 12 to fold substantially flat, as shown in Fig. 2. 

[0034] The lower frame 26 preferably includes L-shaped left and right members 52, 54 having 
respective forward ends 56, 58 removably connected to second receptacles 60, 62 in any 
conventional manner. Preferably, second receptacles 60, 62 (Fig. 3) are integrally formed with 
second housings 64, 66 of the hub assemblies 28, 30. A pivot 68 (Fig, 4) connects the respective 
rearward ends 70, 72 of the left and right members 52,54. The pivot 68 permits folding of the lower 
frame 26 so that the forward ends 56, 58 are adjacent one another. Figs. 5 and 6 illustrate frame 26 
of the preferred embodiment in a deployed and folded position. When folded, ends 56, 58 extend 
inwardly of their respective ends 70, 72 and may be positioned adjacent to each other, as shown in 
Fig. 54«, ... . 

[0040] Figs. 1 1 and 12 show enlarged views of the left bend 34 and the intermediate frame 32 in 
the use position (Fig. 11) and the folded position (Fig. 12), The left bend 34 is preferably a 
serpentine bend and includes a first section 102, a second section 104 and a third section 106. The 
ends 108, 1 10 of the intermediate frame 32 wrap around the upper frame 24 by forming an eyelet in 
intermediate frame 32, only the left end 108 is shown in Figs. and 12±©. The bend 34 provides 
a section of frame which protrudes forwardly relative to the portion of frame extending above tend 
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34. By providing a bead in upper frame 24, a support surface (e.g., section 104) for intermediate 
frame 32 rfiay be provided when intermediate frame 32 is cantilevered from upper frame 24 (Fig. 
911). Addi tionally, outwardly extending bend 342 allows intermediate frame 32 to be rotated about 
bend 34 at section 104 so that intermediate frames eetkm 324 may be laid substantially flat against 
upper frame 24 (see Figs. 120 and 2). Preferably, the lower end of left endb end 40 of upper frame 
24 extends outwardly below bend 34. This extension prevents intermediate frames ee&eg 32 from 
slipping o:Tof bend 34. Upper frame 24 may also be constructed as a three piece frame. For 
example, the generally U-shaped seat back portion 38 may be removable from bends 34, 36 just 

above sea ion 106 (a similar connection could be provided at bend 36) and securable to bend 34 by 

! 

a pin or other type of fastener. This alternative embodiment could be employed if it is desirable to 

i 

further reduce the packaging size of bouncer seat 10. Other methods of pivotally attaching the 
intermediate frame 32 to the upper frame 24 are possible, such as a pin connection between upper 
frame 24 ind intermediate frame 32, a housing assembly secured to upper frame 24 which rotatably 
receives intermediate frame 32. Intermediate frame 32 can also include a similarly shaped eyelet 
which is positioned to rest against a bump formed in upper frame 24 to support intermediate frame 

32 as a cantilever. 

i 
i 
i 

i 

[0041] In the preferred embodiment, the left end 1 08 of the intermediate frame 32 contacts the top 
of the first section 102 and the bottom of the second section 104 when the intermediate frame 32 is 
in the use positio n (see Fig. \ i\ This contact provides sufficient support for the intermediate frame 
32 to extend as a cantilever from the upper frame 24. The left end 108 of the intermediate frame 32 
lies along the third section 106 when the intermediate frame 32 is in the folded positio n (see Fig. 
12) . As mentioned above, the offset provided by the bends 34, 36 permits the intermediate frame 32 
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and lower frame 26 to lie substantially flat with respect to the upper frame 24 when the frame 
assembly 12 is folded (see, e.g., Fig. 2). While the preferred embodiment discloses a serpentine 
bend, other shapes can be used to provide the same or similar function (for example, a housing, as 
mentioned above). The right bend 36 is identical in shape and function to the left bend 34 and 
cooperates with the right end 1 10 of the intermediate frame 32. 

[0042] The left and right members 52,54 can be L-shaped with bends 1 12, 1 14 formed between the 
long and short legs. The bends 1 12, 1 14 create an angled clearance between the support surface ;ind 
the lower frame 26 (see, e.g., Fig. 32). This clearance is provided so that lower frame 26 will flex 
during use, thereby providing a bouncing motion. This frame design is preferred because it 
simplifies the design of the hub assemblies 28,30 (bouncing motion need not be provided by hub 
assemblies 28, 30). 

Claim Amendments 

1 . (Currently Amended) A frame assembly for a child bouncer seat adapted for use on a supporting 
surface , the frame assembly including a disassembled configuration and an assembled 
configuration, comprising: 

an upper frame including left and right ends; 

r 

arleft and right hub ass e mbly assemblies, each of the hub assemblies includes including a 

first receptacle coupled to a respective one of the left and right end s of the upper frame in the 

i 

assembled configuration, and a second receptacle; 

a lower frame for supporting the upper frame in the assembled configuration, the lower 

■ v ^ 

frame including left and right members each having a respective forward end, and-a rearward eads 

i 
i 

3 

I 
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end, and a supporting surface contacting portion, wherein the forward ends of the left and right 
members are connected to the second receptacles wh e n th e framo aooombly is of the hub assemblies 
in the assembled configuration- and wh e r e in at least on e of th e forward ends is disconnected from a 
respectiv e oooond roooptacle wh o n th e framo ass e mbly iG in tho disass e mbled configuration ; and 

a pivot connecting the rearward ends of the left and right members, wherein whon the fram e 
aooombly is in the disassembled configuration, at lea s t one of the left and right members of the 
lower frame affr-is adapted to be r otated about the pivot so as to allo^^^t4east one of the left ;ind 
right members to be positioned between a-first and second angular positions relative to the other_of 
the left and right members, and wherein when th e framo ass e mbly is in the assembled 
configuration, the forward ends of the left and right members being connected to the second 
receptacles of the hub assemblies and prevents t he left and right members are prevented from 
rotating about the pivot. 



2. (Original) The frame assembly of claim 1 wherein the left and right members are L-shaped. 



3. (Currently Amended) The frame assembly of claim 2, wherein each of the left and right L- 
shaped members includes a relatively short leg extending from l e ft to right and right to loft, 
respectively, and a relatively long leg, tho long log extending forwardly from tho respective short 
l e g, and e ach of th e short l e gs hav e a first end proximate th e long l e g and a s e cond e nd, w herein the 
pivot oouple s connects the left L-shaped member to the right L-shaped memberj through th e s e cond 
ends of proximate the relatively short legs. ' 
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4. (Currently Amended) The frame assembly of claim 3, wherein the pivot is disposed 
approximately equidistant from the l e ft and right relatively long legs of the left L -shaped member 
and the right L-shaped member . ^ 

5. (Currently Amended) The frame assembly of claim 4, wherein the pivot is a fastener received 
within a pair of cooperating holes formed in the relatively short lees of the left L-shaped member 
and the right L-shaped member - leg second e nds . 

6. (Currently Amended) The frame assembly of claim 1, th e frame assembly being adapt e d for us e 
on a support ourfac e , wherein the hub assemblies are rigid relative to the lower frame T and wherein 
q portion p ortions o f the left and right members is-are elevated from the support supporting surface 
so as to be resiliency displaceable relative to the hub assemblies, the elevated portion p ortions 
defining a flexural member providing bouncing motion whea-to the frame assembly ts-in the 
assembled configuration. 

7. (Currently Amended) The frame assembly of claim 1, wherein the first angular position is 
formed when by the left and right forward ends of the left and right members are -being spaced from 
each other and the second angular position is formed whefl-by the left and right forward ends of the 
left and right members age -being p ositioned approximately adjacent each other. 

8. (Currently Amended) The frame assembly of claim 1 wherein the lower frame pivots is 
moveable b etween at least one unfolded position in which the lower frame is angularly displaced 
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! 

from the upper frame and a folded position in which the lower frame lies substantially co-planar 
with the upper frame. 

9. (Currently Amended) The frame assembly of claim 8 wherein th e lowor fram e boing angularly 
dioplaoed from th e uppor fram e corresponds to a rotational diaplaoom e nt about a first axis, wherein 
the left and right hub ass e mbly assemblies are positionable between at least one first orientation 
and a second orientation, the at least one first orientation corresponding to the first receptaclesof 
the hubs being rotationally offset from the second receptacle s of the hub assemblies and? the 
rotational offcct being m e asur e d relative to th e first axis, wherein when the low e r frame is in the at 
l e ast one unfolded position, the left and right hub ass e mbli e s or e in th e at least on e first ori e ntatin g 
and wh e r e in, when the low e r frame is in th e fold e d position tho loft and right hub assemblies ar e in 
the second orientation corresponding to the first receptacles of the hubs being rotationally paralle l 
to the second receptacles of the hub assemblies . 

10. (Currently Amended) The frame assembly of claims 6 wherein the left and right hub 
assemblies are disposed adjacent the support supporting surface. 

11. (Original) The frame assembly of claim 1 further comprising an intermediate frame coupled to 
the upper frame. 

12. (Original) The frame assembly of claim 1 1 wherein the intermediate frame is pivotable 
between a first position adjacent the upper frame and a second position angularly spaced from the 
upper frame. 

6 
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13. (Currently Amended) The frame assembly of claim 1 wherein each of the hubs assemblies 
includes a first housing and a second housing; 

the first housing including a first gear surface, a button, and the first receptacle; 
the second housing including a second gear surface and the second receptacle; 
the first and second gear surfaces ase -being c ircular in shape and inefade-including radially 
extending teeth; and 

a gear having teeth engageable with each of the first and second gear surfacesf and wherein 
the button is adapted to engages- the gear. 

14. (Original) The frame assembly of claim 13 wherein the button and the gear are displaceable 
relative to the first and second housings to disengage the gear from at least one of the first and 
second gear surfaces so that the first housing is rotatable relative to the second housing. 

15. (Currently Amended) The frame assembly of claim 1 wherein the upper frame d e scribes i s_a 
seat support adapted to receive a seating surface; and 

the left and right ends of the upper frame extend forwardly and outwardly from the seating 
area rsurface to the hub assemblies and the left and right members of the lower frame extend 
rearwardly and inwardly from the second roooptaol e o h ub assemblies . 
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16. (Currently Amended) A child seat compris e s comprising : 

a first frame member including a seat back portion? andleft and right ends, each of the lei* 
and right ends including a curved portio n - ond a bend formed botwoon tho ocat back portion and 
oaoh of tho left and right e nds ; 

a second frame member h aving left and right portions , each of the left and right portions of 
the second frame member comprising a loop pivotally pivotably coupled te- about t he curved 
portions of the first frame membe rb y engag e ment with th e b e nds ; and 

wherein the second frame member is rotatable about the beads-curved portions b etween a 
deployed position in which the second frame member is angularly spaced from the first frame 

member so as to provide a seat support, and a folded position in which the second frame member is 

i 

substantially co-planar with the first frame member . 

17. (Currently Amended) The child seat of claim 16 wherein the beads-curved portions are 
serpentine bends -in shape . 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The child seat of claim 1 6 wherein the first frame member i s a unitary 

19. (Currently Amended) The child seat of claim 16 wherein the second frame member is a 
unitary member formed by a aingle piece of wire form mat e rial and th e first frame is formed by n 
singl e pi e c e of wir e form material . 

j 
i 

8 
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20. (Currently Amended) The child seat of claim 16 wherein the seat back portion defines a plane 
Gubotantially corr e sponding to a soaring surface, and w herein each of the bends-curved portions is 
serpentine in shape and includes a first, second and third section, the second section extending 
forwardly from the plane of the seat back portion-^tefie and being disposed between the first and 
third sections, and the first and third sections extending approximately parallel to the plane of the 
seat back portion-pteae ?: and 

wherein the second section and the first section of the curved portions s upports the second 
frame member a o a cantil e v e r in the deployed position and the second fram e member i o rotat e d 
about tho - sccond s e otion wh e n th e second fram e io popition e d in th e folded pooition . 

21 . (Currently Amended) The child seat of claim 204-6, wherein the second frame member is 
rotated about the second section when the second frame member is positioned in the folded 
positio ni s engaged with the bonds by oyol e to form e d at th e se cond fram e l e ft and right portions . 

22. (Currently Amended) The child seat of claim 162J-. wherein the first and second frame 
members are formed from a wire form material b e nds and th o e y e l e to are formed from wir e form 
materi al 

23. (Currently Amended) The child seat of claim 16 further including a ground engaging base 
coupled to the left and right end s of the first frame member . 

24. (Currently Amended) The child seat of claim 23 wherein the ground engaging b ase includes 
left and right base portions and wherein the ground engaging b ase is pivotally coupled to the left 

9 
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and right mrfs nf the first frame member by arleft and right hub assemblies, each hub assembly 
having a first portion connected to a respective one of the left and right ends of the first frame 
member a nd a second portion connected to a respective one of the left and base right portions. 

25. (Currently Amended) The child seat of claim 24 wherein the ground engaging base is 
displaceable relative to the seat back portion to position the ground engaging b ase substantially co- 
planar with the seat back portion when the second frame member i s in the folded position. 

26. (Original) The child seat of claim 1 6 wherein the child seat is a bouncer seat. 
Claims 27-36 (Canceled) 

37. (Currently Amended) The frame assembly of claim 1, wherein when tho frame assembly is in 
the assembled configuration, the frame assembly occupies an assembled maximum -width extent 
defined by the distance between the hub assembles; and 

wherein wh e n th e frame as s embly is in the disassembled configuration, the hub assemblies 
are disconnected from the upper frame so that and t he lower fr ame assembly occupies a 
disassembled maximum width e^eteat-defined by a distance between the lowerupper frame left and 
right memberseft4s 5 the disassembled maximum w idth exteHt-being less than the assembled 
maximum widt h extent . 
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38. (Currently Amended) A child seat adapted for us e on a supporting surface and having an 
assembled and disassembled configuration, the child seat comprising: 

a seating portion including an upper fram e having loft and right sides spabod apart by a first 
diotano e; 

loft and right oonn o otor portions, e ach of which including a scat portion connoctor and a 
lower fram e connector; and 

a lower frame adapted to contact the supporting surface, the lower frame including left and 
right L-shaped members spaced apart bv a first distance in the assembled configuration , each of the 
L-shaped members including a forwardly and outwardly extending forward Same-portion defining 
a forward end, and a transverse rear Same-portion defining a rearward end, wherein an obtus e angl e 
is defined by tho forward fram e portion and th e transv e rse roar frame portion, and a pivot 
oonneoting-the left and right L-shaped members are connected bv a lower frame connector 
proximatea t their rearward ends , the upper frame being connected to the lower fram e and allowing 
th e forward e nds to be positioned at on e of a s e cond and third distanc e from oaoh other, whoroin th e 
first distanc e is gr e ater than tho third distanc e and the sooond distance is gr e at e r than the fir st 
distanc e: and 

wh e r e in wh e n the child seat is in the assembled configuration, the left and right seat portion 
connectors are conn e cted to tho rosp e ctivo loft and right sidos, th e l e ft and right lowor fram e 
conn e ctors ar e conn e cted to tho resp e ctiv e forward e nds, tho forward ends are position e d at the 
s e cond distance from each oth e r, and th e child seat occupi e s a maximum first width dim e nsion t hat 
is approximat e ly e qual to the s eoond distanc e ; and 

wherein movement of w hea-the child seat between the assembled configuration and a -in-the 
disassembled configuration is effected bv moving? the left and right L-shaped members about the 
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lower frame connector so that the left and right L-shaped members are spaced aiJart by a second 



distance, the second distance being less than the first distanc e ooat portion conn e ctoro are 
disconn e ct e d from tho roopootivo loft and right aid e o, the loft and right lower fram e connectors or e 
disconnected from the r e spective forward ends, the forward e nds ore positioned at tho third distance 
from oaoh other, and tho child s e at occupi e s a maximum second width dimension that is 
approximately e qual to tho first distano e. 

39. (Currently Amended) The child seat fr ame aooombly according to claim 38, wherein 
movement of the child seat between the disassembled configuration and the assembled 
configuration is effected bv moving the left and right L-shaped membe rs about the lower frame 
connector until the left and right L-shaped members are spaced apart by the firs t distancethe4ewer 
fram e furth e r comprises a third maximum width e xt e nt wh e n th e frame assembly io in th e 
disass e mbl e d confi g uration, th e third maximum width extend b e ing at most equal to tho first 
distance and l e ss than the second distance , 

40. (Currently Amended) The child seat fr ame assembly a ccording to claim 39, wherein the lower 
frame connector comprises a pivotal connectio nl eft and right m e mbers are L - shap e d . 

41 . (Currently Amended) The child seat fram e ass e mbly a ccording to claim 404-, wherein the 
pivot al connection is centrally disposed between the rearward forward ends of the L-shaped 
members. 
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42. (Currently Amended) The child seat fr am o oooembly a ccording to claim 41; wherein the 
pivot al connection comprises a pin passing through a hole formed in each of the left and right 
rearward ends of the L-shaned members . 

43. (Currently Amended) The child seat frame assembly according to claim 38, wherein die upper 
frame is connected to the lower frame via hubs, the hubs adapted oaoh of the loft and right 
connector portions further includes a hufe -for rotating the seating portion conneotor - r elative to the 
lower frame connector so as to enable reduction in &e-a maximum height dim e nsion -of the child 
seat when configured in the disassembled configuration. 

44. (Currently Amended) A method for assembly of a child's bouncer seat, comprising the steps of 

providing a bouncer seat assembly, the assembly including an upper frame defining a 
maximum disassembled width exten^of the seat assembly, left and right sides imcluding rotatable 
hubs, a ground engaging, stabilization frame including a pair of L-shaped legs, each of the L- 
shaped legs including a forward leg portion and a rear leg portion, the rear leg portions being 
coupled to each other by a pivot at a first end thereof, and each of the rear leg portions being 
connected to the respective forward leg portion at a second end thereof; 

connecting the left and right hubs to the upper frame; 

deploying the ground engaging, stabilization frame including pivoting the rear leg portions 

about the pivot from a first stowed angle defined by the rear leg portions to a selcond angle defined 

i 

by the rear leg portions, the second deployed angle being greater than the first stowed angle; and 
connecting the forward leg portions to the left and right hubs so that thej second ends are 
spaced apart by a distance greater than the maximum disassembled widt h distanp e. 
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45. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 44, further comprising rotating the 
hubs to pi vot the upper frame relative to the ground engaging, stabilization frame from a collapsed 
position to a deployed position. 

46. (Currently Amended) The metho d for aooombly of a child'o s e at by a consum e r of claim 45, 
further comprising the step of providing an actuator on at least one of the hubs to peimit rotation of 
the upper seat-frame relative to the ground engaging, stabilization frame, wherein the step of 
rotating the hubs further includes the step of actuating the actuator to permit rotational motion 
between the upper frame and ground engaging, stabilizationi ewer frame. 

47. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 44, wherein the upper frame comprises 
a U-shaped upper frame. 
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